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1. Overview 

[1]. In Greece the issues of racism, xenophobia, related acts of intolerance and other 

relevant human rights issues had never been in the focus of the debates during 

election campaigns. Despite the volume of migration inflows in Greece, the issue 

has never even been raised by the political leaders during the debates of the past 

national elections (1993, 1996, 2000, 2004, 2007). The only exception was the 2007 

leaders’ debate, when only the far-right political party leader introduced the issue of 

migration with xenophobic terms.
1
 

[2]. This changed with the 2009 EU election. In a spectacular shift of public discussion, 

the issue of irregular migration gained major attention by national and local media 

during the election campaign. Nonetheless, the public debate did not focus on 

human rights issues of migrants and refugees. Instead, it developed around negative 

stance towards migrants and intolerance of their presence in Greece.  

[3]. The main actors contributing to this shift were the media representatives and the far-

right political party of LA.O.S.
2
 In some cases media publications in major quality 

newspapers (especially Kathimerini and To Vima) or freesheets were blatantly 

intolerant and xenophobic using traditional wording of racist inspiration.
3
 It is 

significant that the free tabloid ‘City Press’ published very often numerous articles 

on the degradation of the city of Athens and on migration debate in general, 

devoting regularly publication space despite the very small number of its pages 

containing news and actuality.
4
 These actors managed to turn the media attention to 

migration while fomenting related intolerance. As some put it the far-right wing 

political party achieved an ‘ideological-political hegemony’ over the election debate 

as made clear from the post-election period and developments.
5
 LAOS gained high 

percentages in the elections 2009 and there is widespread public acceptance of its 

xenophobic arguments and rhetoric.
6
 A far-right extra parliamentary political group, 

Chryssi Avgi (‘Golden Dawn’)
7
 doubled its popular vote at the euro-elections.

8
  As 

                                                      
1 Ref. Pavlou M, Λόγος και Πολιτικές για τους Μετανάστες, in: Pavlou M.-Skoulariki A., Μετανάστες & Μειονότητες: Λόγος και Πολιτικές (Migrants & 

Minorities: Discourse and Policies), KEMO series, Vivliorama editions, Athens, 2009. 

2 Full name in Greek: Λαϊκός Ορθόδοξος Συναγερμός- ΛΑΟΣ. Its acronym corresponds to the Greek word ‘laós’ (‘Folk’ or ‘people’) and it is often 

pronounced with the accent on the O letter, especially by media professionals. 

3 An indicative list of such publicatios: Papahelas A.,Το πρόβλημα ασφαλείας με λαθρομετανάστες,Kathimerini,(01.04.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_95_01/04/2009_309598, Keza L.,Απρόσκλητοι μουσαφίρηδες,To Vima,(03.05.2009), 

http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&artid=266245&ct=6&dt=03/05/2009  

Karakousis A.,Το γκέτο των Αθηνών,To Vima,(02.06.2009),  http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&ct=6&artid=271223, , Kasimatis S.,Εμείς στην 

Καμπούλ ή μήπως η Καμπούλ στην Ομόνοια;,Kathimerini,(19.06.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_19/06/2009_319083, 

Kirtsos G.,Τελειώνει ο χρόνος για την Aθήνα,CityPress,(25.05.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66871 , Chrysikopoulos 

D.,«Η Ελλάδα δεν μπορεί να είναι ξέφραγο αμπέλι»,CityPress,(12.06.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67475  

4 Nine out of thirty six publications (25%) of CityPress on migration during the research period were written by the owner and chief editor of the tabloid 

G.Kirtsos. In some cases these articles were accompanied by cartoon vignettes making caricature of migrants and giving a comic aspect to violent operations 

against them. See Annex. 

5 Boukalas P.,Με τη σκούπα της μηδενικής ανοχής, Kathimerini, 

07.07.2009),http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_07/07/2009_321297 

6 Loulis J.,Τι σημαίνει πολιτικά το αίτημα για «περισσότερη δημόσια τάξη»;,www.ekloges.gr,(01.07.2009), 

http://www.ekloges.gr/entry.asp?pageid=41&tablepageid=6&langid=1&entryID=270 , Galanopoulos A.,Χέρι χέρι με τον ΛΑΟΣ η κυβέρνηση για τους 

μετανάστες,Eleftherotipia,(25.06.2009), http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=57262, Kampylis T.,O Αγιος Παντελεήμονας και η 

αποχή,Kathimerini,(07.06.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_07/06/2009_317671,   

7 In the past, and up to date its members have participated numerous times in violent attacks against migrants, refugees and leftists. ‘Chryssi Avgi’ develops 

extreme racist, xenophobic and anti-Semitic hate speech, while it has a notable violent presence in Sport venues.  

8 Public issue, Eurelections 2009, http://www.publicissue.gr/category/pi/surveys/politics-and-elections/elections/euroelections-2009-elections-politics-and-

elections-surveys-pi/ . 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_95_01/04/2009_309598
http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&artid=266245&ct=6&dt=03/05/2009
http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&ct=6&artid=271223
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_19/06/2009_319083
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66871
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67475
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_07/07/2009_321297
http://www.ekloges.gr/
http://www.ekloges.gr/entry.asp?pageid=41&tablepageid=6&langid=1&entryID=270
http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=57262
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_07/06/2009_317671
http://www.publicissue.gr/category/pi/surveys/politics-and-elections/elections/euroelections-2009-elections-politics-and-elections-surveys-pi/
http://www.publicissue.gr/category/pi/surveys/politics-and-elections/elections/euroelections-2009-elections-politics-and-elections-surveys-pi/
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such, public debates of intolerance and xenophobia had a significant impact on the 

outcome of the election, by benefiting the far-right political party which promoted 

such discourse.
9
  

[4]. Migrants, migrants’ representatives and researchers, experts or academics have not 

been among the main actors of the issues which affected the election result. As 15 

NGOs denounced in a joint press conference and press release on 16.07.2009, ‘no 

opportunity to speak has yet been given to the representatives of organisations that 

deal with migrants’
10

 

[5]. Similarly, the joint intervention through a 3.6.2009 public letter about the asylum 

crisis and the rise of racist violence in Greece addressed to the Greek Prime Minister 

and Interior Minister of the European Association for the Defence of Human Rights, 

the RAXEN NFP HLHR-KEMO and the Hellenic League for Human Rights,
11

 

emphasized that there is:  

 ‘the emergency situation (…) developed in Greece with regard to questions of 

asylum, but also the evident diffusion and rise of racist violence, of xenophobia and 

of racist speech against immigrants and asylum seekers, particularly in Athens’  and  

 a need ‘to involve experts and migrants in policy planning and to refrain from any 

comments, political action or discourse that could further boost and provide fertile 

ground for dangerous, rapidly escalating xenophobic trends and violence 

threatening social cohesion.’
12

  

[6]. This intervention that took place during the culmination of the migration debate, just 

a few days before the election, was highlighted only by the major newspaper 

Eleftherotipia and left wing press, while it remained without any response 

whatsoever by the political leadership.
13

 

[7]. The issues brought forward mostly by LAOS and media, had a major impact on the 

outcome of the election. This however became clear just after the election since the 

post-election period was marked by the continuous predominance of xenophobic 

debates on migrants and ghettos in the media and the central political and public 

sphere. In a very short period of time, the government undertook a number of strict 

and controversial legislative initiatives and administrative measures regarding, or 

allegedly violating human rights of migrants and refugees,
14

 under the pressure of 

                                                      
9 Mavris J.,Η «αριθμητική» των ευρωεκλογών,Kathimerini,(09.06.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_1_09/06/2009_317939  

Public issue, Eurelections 2009, http://www.publicissue.gr/category/pi/surveys/politics-and-elections/elections/euroelections-2009-elections-politics-and-

elections-surveys-pi/ . Papakonstantinou P.,Η μεγάλη νύχτα της Κεντροαριστεράς,Kathimerini,(14.06.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_world_2_14/06/2009_318435 

10 15 NGOs, among them the Greek RAXEN NFP, decided to join in a Public Intervention for refugees and migrants in view of their unprecedented exclusion from media 

and public discourse. As they stress in the 1st  paragraph of their Press Release: ‘Within the public debate on migration, we have noticed many inaccuracies, a large amount 

of misinformation and a general approach which is not only one-sided but also exaggerates the seriousness of the issue, presenting it as a major national problem. Such an 

atmosphere allows no space for a calm and analytical approach to the entire issue, which would aim at shedding light on all aspects and focusing on substantial measures 

that could be taken to solve the problems. As a result, the discussion transforms refugees and migrants into targets rather than what they are: victims of armed conflicts, 

persecution, poverty and strict migration policies. Since we perceive the existing "dialogue" more as a monologue, and since no opportunity to speak has yet been given to 

the representatives of organisations that deal with migrants and refugees, we see it as our duty to intervene in the debate in order to inform Greek society about our position 

on this topic.’ http://www.hlhr.gr/press/13ngo-orgs_migr_ref_16042009.pdf www.statewatch.org  www.kathimerini.gr  

11 AEDH – HLHR-KEMO – HLHR joint open letter to the Greek Prime Minister and Interior Minister about the asylum crisis and the rise of racist violence in 

Greece (03.06.2009) http://www.hlhr.gr/index-en.htm  

12 AEDH – HLHR-KEMO – HLHR joint open letter to the Greek Prime Minister and Interior Minister about the asylum crisis and the rise of racist violence in 

Greece (03.06.2009) http://www.hlhr.gr/index-en.htm  

13 Zervas Ch.,Καλούν Καραμανλή, Παυλόπουλο για ρατσισμό, ξενοφοβία,Eleftherotipia,(04.06.2009), http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.ellada&id=51007  

Eleftherotipia,Στοχοποιούν τους μετανάστες,Eleftherotipia,(25.06.2009), http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=57363 

14 See interventions of NGOs, UNHCR and National Human Rights Commission: AEDH – HLHR-KEMO – HLHR joint open letter to the Greek Prime 

Minister and Interior Minister about the asylum crisis and the rise of racist violence in Greece (03.06.2009) http://www.hlhr.gr/index-en.htm,  Public 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_1_09/06/2009_317939
http://www.publicissue.gr/category/pi/surveys/politics-and-elections/elections/euroelections-2009-elections-politics-and-elections-surveys-pi/
http://www.publicissue.gr/category/pi/surveys/politics-and-elections/elections/euroelections-2009-elections-politics-and-elections-surveys-pi/
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_world_2_14/06/2009_318435
http://www.hlhr.gr/press/13ngo-orgs_migr_ref_16042009.pdf
http://www.statewatch.org/
http://www.kathimerini.gr/
http://www.hlhr.gr/index-en.htm
http://www.hlhr.gr/index-en.htm
http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.ellada&id=51007
http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=57363
http://www.hlhr.gr/index-en.htm
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the LAOS electoral success due to its blatantly xenophobic and anti-migrant 

discourse.
15

 LAOS achieved high percentages in the downgraded areas of Athens, 

where the so-called migrant ghettos were created (Aghios Panteleimonas 

Aharnon).
16

 

[8]. Similarly, the political parties (mostly the left coalition SYRIZA) which most 

supported migrants during the pre-election period suffered from decreasing 

percentages and electoral power.
17

 

[9]. The starting point of all relevant public debates which became more or less central 

during the election campaign was the increased inflow of undocumented migrants 

mostly from Middle-East countries (Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan). In 2008, the 

number of incoming migrants through the sea borders of Greece amounted to 

146.000 persons.
18

 Opinion polls and surveys implemented during this period have 

shown that Greek citizens are afraid of crime, and in their overwhelming majority 

they attribute the alleged rise of criminality to the increased presence of migrants in 

Greece. This is consistent with the findings of this report, which show the 

contemporary creation of a media-driven ‘crime-wave’ at the expenses of 

migrants.
19

 Additionally, for the first time, a serious Islamophobic incident has been 

recorded in Greece.
20

 The tearing apart of the Koran by a police officer during a 

control after stopping a Muslim migrant was followed by Muslims’ protests in 

Athens and by public discourse about cultural conflict and incompatibility of Islam 

and Muslim migrants with the Greek culture.
21

 The related intolerance and 

xenophobia fed into the discussion about the presumably overburdening high 

numbers of Muslim migrants, and provided an additional argument in favour of the 

reactions and of the presumed consequent need to remove them violently from the 

Athens areas they reside in.
 22

 

[10]. Finally, it is noteworthy that the political context of spring 2009 which introduced 

the pre-election period was marked by heavy economic and political crisis, low 

popularity of the government and negative polls against its general policies. In the 

same period, a legislative proposal for a citizenship code presented by the Hellenic 

League for Human Rights was introducing jus soli for children of migrants born in 

Greece, and received a rather positive welcome by political and social actors and 

stakeholders. A citizenship legislation reform would transform a significant number 

                                                                                                                                                        
Intervention for refugees and migrants  by 15 NGOs http://www.hlhr.gr/press/13ngo-orgs_migr_ref_16042009.pdf, Kampylis T.,Εν δυνάμει ένοχοι λόγω... 

μετανάστευσης,Kathimerini,(27.06.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_100007_27/06/2009_320142 

15 Nasopoulos D.,Η Ν.Δ. «αντιγράφει» ΛΑΟΣ,Ta Nea,(09.06.2009), http://www.tanea.gr/default.asp?pid=2&ct=1&artid=4520933  

16 Anonymous,Η υποβάθμιση του κέντρου αναβαθμίζει το ΛΑΟΣ,Skai TV,(08.06.2009), 

http://www.skai.gr/articles/news/greece/ΗυποβάθμισητουκέντρουαναβαθμίζειτοΛΑΟΣ/  

Anonymous,Ψηφίζουν ΛΑΟΣ στις υποβαθμισμένες περιοχές,Skai TV,(08.06.2009), http://www.skai.gr/player/tv/?mmid=101277  

17 Chrysikopoulos D.,Αλαβάνος, Τσίπρας κοντά στους μετανάστες. « Όχι» στη στοχοποίηση,CityPress,(28.05.2009), 

http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67011  

18 According to data provided by the Ministry of Commercial Marine. 

19 Lygeros S.,Γκέτο εξαθλιωμένων λαθρομεταναστών η Ομόνοια,Kathimerini,(17.05.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_17/05/2009_315064, Papahelas Al., Το πρόβλημα ασφαλείας με λαθρομετανάστες,  

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_95_01/04/2009_309598 (01.04.2009) 

20 Anonymous,Έκρηξη μεταναστών για το «σκισμένο Κοράνι»,Eleftherotipia,(22.05.2009), http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=47004, Mandravelis 

P.,Το Κοράνι στην Αθήνα,Kathimerini,(26.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_26/05/2009_316054 

21 Christopoulos S.,Άναψε φωτιές το Κοράνι,CityPress,(25.05.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66868 

, Chrysikopoulos D.,Εκρηκτικό σκηνικό στο κέντρο της Αθήνας,CityPress,(25.05.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66872  

22 Kirtsos G.,Ανάπλαση ιστορικού κέντρου και απομάκρυνση λαθρομεταναστών,CityPress,(12.05.2009), 

http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66501 ,  

Chrysikopoulos D.,Γιάννης Σγουρός, Νομάρχης Αθηνών: Φοβάμαι ότι τα χειρότερα έρχονται,CityPress,(20.05.2009), 

http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66768  

http://www.hlhr.gr/press/13ngo-orgs_migr_ref_16042009.pdf
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_100007_27/06/2009_320142
http://www.tanea.gr/default.asp?pid=2&ct=1&artid=4520933
http://www.skai.gr/articles/news/greece/ΗυποβάθμισητουκέντρουαναβαθμίζειτοΛΑΟΣ/
http://www.skai.gr/player/tv/?mmid=101277
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67011
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_17/05/2009_315064
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_95_01/04/2009_309598
http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=47004
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_26/05/2009_316054
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66868
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66872
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66501
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66768
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of migrants to full rights’ citizens and voters, bringing a major change in the Greek 

political arena.
23

 

[11]. In the post-election period instead the main political debate remained focused on the 

issue of migration dealt as a major ‘problem’ and on the presumed need to expel 

large numbers of irregular migrants. The operations of police arrests and mass 

evacuation of migrants from the centre of Athens are considered in the public 

debates as measures to improve the image of the capital and of the islands, and 

therefore to support the suffering tourism industry.
24

 July 2009 found the legislative 

framework of Greece amended in more strict terms concerning asylum and 

migration. Controversial new provisions abolish second instance examination of 

asylum applications, while they allow 18 month administrative detention and 

expulsion of migrants if penal action is started against them, even for petty 

misdemeanours.
25

 No initiative is undertaken or announced regarding citizenship 

code reform.  

 
 

Issue 

 
 

List of main actors 

Importance 
of the issue 

during the 
election 

campaign 

(High, 
Medium, 

Low) 

Impact of 
the issue 

on the 
outcome of 

the 

election 

1. Xenophobia and ghettos 

Athens, Patras and Aegean 

islands 
 

- Media actors/professionals 

- Far-right political party 

LAOS 
- Government officials 

- political actors 
- religious leaders 

 

High 

 

High 

2. Islamophobia and the Koran 

mutilation incident 

 

- Media actors/professionals 

- Muslim community 

- Police 
- Far-right political party 

LAOS 
- Far-right group Chrysi Avgi 

(‘Golden Dawn’) 

- political actors  
- academics  

 

Medium 

 

Medium 

 

3. Racist attacks and ‘cleansing 

operations’ of areas by Ultra-

Right wing violent groups 
against migrants and human 

- Far-right group Chrysi Avgi 

(‘Golden Dawn’) 

- ‘Committees of residents’ 
- Riot Police 

Very low Very low 

                                                      
23 Hellenic League for Human Rights, Έλληνας και γεννιέσαι και γίνεσαι www.hlhr.gr, Triantafyllou E.,Το κριτήριο της ιθαγένειας,Kathimerini,(01.04.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_01/04/2009_309551 

24 Chrysikopoulos D.,Πρωτοβουλίες για μία ασφαλή Αθήνα,CityPress,(21.07.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=68441 , 

Kirtsos G.,Καλύτερη αντιμετώπιση της παράνομης μετανάστευσης,CityPress,(13.07.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=68188 , 

Christopoulos S.,Παρελθόν ο καταυλισμός στην Πάτρα,CityPress,(12.07.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=68175  

25 Public Intervention for refugees and migrants  by 15 NGOs http://www.hlhr.gr/press/13ngo-orgs_migr_ref_16042009.pdf, Kampylis T.,Εν δυνάμει ένοχοι 

λόγω... μετανάστευσης,Kathimerini,(27.06.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_100007_27/06/2009_320142, Delithanasi M.,Εντονες 

αντιδράσεις για την τροπολογία,Kathimerini,(24.06.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_100028_24/06/2009_319649, Kampylis T.,Εν 

δυνάμει ένοχοι λόγω... μετανάστευσης,Kathimerini,(27.06.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_100007_27/06/2009_320142, Tsitselikis 

K.,Απέλαση για ψύλλου πήδημα: από τη δημόσια ασφάλεια, στη δικαιική επισφάλεια,Kathimerini,(27.06.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_27/06/2009_320141 

http://www.hlhr.gr/
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_01/04/2009_309551
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=68441
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=68188
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=68175
http://www.hlhr.gr/press/13ngo-orgs_migr_ref_16042009.pdf
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_100007_27/06/2009_320142
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_100028_24/06/2009_319649
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_100007_27/06/2009_320142
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_27/06/2009_320141
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rights defenders - Human rights’ defenders - 

NGO 
- Left political parties and 

groups 
- migrants representatives 
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2. Issues and debates  

2.1 Issue/debate no.1 

Xenophobia and ghettos of undocumented migrants  

2.1.1 Starting point and political context of the debate 

[12]. The starting point of the debate was a number of journalist articles in major 

newspapers
26

 or tabloids, as well as interventions by the LAOS party leader defining 

migration inflows as a major security problem and main cause for crime-fear by the 

population.
27

   

[13]. The broader political context was marked by polls in view of Euro elections, which 

were very unfavourable to the governing party.
28

  However, most concerns were 

expressed about the economic crisis and relevant public policies, and migration did 

not appear to be central in this discussion at that time. Nevertheless, in the past year, 

second half of 2008 and early 2009, the situation of the migrants living under 

deplorable conditions in Athens central neighbourhoods, such as Aghios 

Panteleimonas and Omonia area, had gained much public attention and voices were 

raised against the migrants’ presence. The prospected depth of the economic crisis 

and the increasing unemployment rate were considered as factors that could 

deteriorate the migrants’ living condition and lead them to extreme deviant 

behaviour.
29

 

[14]. Additionally, most recent publications link the sweeping arrests and cleansing 

operations against the migrants with the need to support the tourism industry and 

improve the image of Athens and islands.
30

 

[15]. Migration presented as a problem to be dealt through repressive and strict measures 

such as arrests and deportations, has been central in the campaign of the political 

party of LAOS.  

 

2.1.2 Main discussion lines and arguments of the debate 

[16]. Most press publications and political interventions focused on the increased inflows 

of undocumented migrants in Greece and their large concentration in ‘ghettos’ of 

downgraded areas of the centre of Athens, Patras and islands under extreme living 

and hygiene conditions.
31

 They also underlined that irregular migrants are 

                                                      
26 Papahelas Al., Το πρόβλημα ασφαλείας με λαθρομετανάστες,  http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_95_01/04/2009_309598 (01.04.2009) 

27 Anonymous,Γιώργος Καρατζαφέρης: Μείζον πρόβλημα οι λαθρομετανάστες, Kathimerini,(09.04.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_2_09/04/2009_310483 

28 Public Issue, Πολιτικό βαρόμετρο 2008-2009, www.publicissue.gr  

29 Karakousis A.,Οι δράκοι της μετανάστευσης και οι εφιάλτες της οικονομίας,To Vima,(14.06.2009), 

http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=39&ct=32&artid=273522 , Hekimoglou A.,Η οικονομική κρίση, η παρουσία χιλιάδων μεταναστών, η δράση ακραίων 

στοιχείων και οι νέοι τρομοκράτες εκκολάπτουν ακροδεξιούς πυρήνες ,To Vima,(05.04.2009), 

http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&ct=1&artid=262430&dt=05/04/2009  

30 Chrysikopoulos D.,Πρωτοβουλίες για μία ασφαλή Αθήνα,CityPress,(21.07.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=68441 , , 

Anonymous,Θερινό «κυνήγι» λαθρομεταναστών προαναγγέλει ο Μαρκογιαννάκης,Eleftherotipia,(14.06.2009), 

http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.politikh&id=54341  

31 Chrysikopoulos D.,Τριτοκοσμικές εικόνες στο ιστορικό κέντρο,CityPress,(14.05.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66626  

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_95_01/04/2009_309598
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_2_09/04/2009_310483
http://www.publicissue.gr/
http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=39&ct=32&artid=273522
http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&ct=1&artid=262430&dt=05/04/2009
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=68441
http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.politikh&id=54341
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66626
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contributing in criminality increase or even to terrorism.
32

 Wording such as ‘migrant 

gangs’ were deployed.
33

 No hard data or statistics on criminality have ever 

accompanied such publications. The only official data mentioned were numbers of 

arrests of irregular migrants (146 thousands in 2008).  

[17]. This signified a major shift in public discourse since the progressive but steady 

improvement and positive assertion of migrants in the last eight years in Greece.
34

 

[18]. It is significant that few publications which referred to migration and racism with a 

humanitarian tone and critical point of view, in almost all cases regarded migration 

actuality and news from other EU, and mostly Mediterranean countries.
35

 

[19]. The LAOS party proposed that migrants allowed to stay in Greece should amount to 

a max 2% of the population.
36

 According to the official statistics, migrants were 

representing about 7% of the population in 2001 (Census 2001). LAOS also 

estimated the migrant population in Greece amounting to two million or more.
37

 

These are extremely high estimates according to the numbers proposed by relevant 

research in the past years and the official Interior Ministry data.
38

 

[20]. Xenophobia was mainly directed against Muslims migrants and refugees from 

Middle East countries and not against migrant population from neighbouring 

countries, such as Albania.
39

  

[21]. Main arguments of the debate were:  

 Migrants are too many and way more than Greece can receive.
40

 

 The main responsible for the situation is Turkey which refused to implement the 

protocol for the re-entry of irregular migrants signed by both countries.
41

 

                                                      
32 Papahelas A.,Το πρόβλημα ασφαλείας με λαθρομετανάστες,Kathimerini,(01.04.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_95_01/04/2009_309598. 

33 Papahelas A.,Το πρόβλημα ασφαλείας με λαθρομετανάστες,Kathimerini,(01.04.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_95_01/04/2009_309598. 

34 On the use of the term ‘migrant’ (‘μετανάστης’) instead of  ‘clandestinemigrant’ (‘λαθρομετανάστης’) see:  

Pavlou M, Discourse and policies about migrants, in coll.vol: M.Pavlou, A.Skoulariki (eds.) (2009), Migrants and Minorities: Public Discource and 

Policies, KEMO series, Vivliorama, Athens [EL],  

Pavlou M.(2005), Migrants like ‘us’. Aspects of response to the migration phenomena in Greece and Europe, in coll.col Pavlou M.-Christopoulos 

D. (eds.), Greece of Migration, Kritiki publications, Athens, and  

Pavlou M. (2001), Smugglers of fear: Racist discourse in the press of a candidate metropolis, in coll.vol: Marvakis-Parsanoglou-Pavlou (eds.), 

Migrants in Greece, Etairia Politikou Provlimatismou ‘Nikos Poulantzas’, Ellinika Grammata. [EL],  

35 Sotiropoulos D.,H οικονομική κρίση πλήττει και τα ανθρώπινα δικαιώματα,CityPress,(29.05.2009),  

http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67039 , Chrysoloras N.,Η κρίση αυξάνει τις επιθέσεις εναντίον των 

μεταναστών,Kathimerini,(10.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_10/05/2009_314182 

36 Anonymous,ΛΑΟΣ: Με ποσόστωση οι μετανάστες στη χώρα,Kathimerini,(26.05.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_2_26/05/2009_316109 

37 Anonymous, Καρατζαφέρης: «Αν η Ν.Δ θέλει να έχει μέλλον μπορεί να σωθεί αν έρθει μαζί μας», (04.06.2009), 

http://portal.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_kathbreak_1_04/06/2009_283065, Anonymous, Με αντιπροσωπεία Αθιγγάνων συναντήθηκε ο Γιώργος 

Καρατζαφέρης (03.06.2009),  http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=41&nid=1020259  

38 Research by IMEPO and ELIAMEP (Clandestino FP6) www.imepo.gr www.eliamep.gr  

39 AEDH – HLHR-KEMO – HLHR joint open letter to the Greek Prime Minister and Interior Minister about the asylum crisis and the rise of racist violence in 

Greece (03.06.2009) http://www.hlhr.gr/index-en.htm 

40 Lygeros S.,Πάνω από 5.000.000 σε μία δεκαετία!,Kathimerini,(10.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_10/05/2009_314188, 

Christopoulos S.,Έξαρση παράνομης μετανάστευσης,CityPress,(28.04.2009), www.citypress.gr/PDF/1376.pdf , Anonymous,ΛΑΟΣ: Με ποσόστωση οι 

μετανάστες στη χώρα,Kathimerini,(26.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_2_26/05/2009_316109    

41 Kirtsos G.,Νέο «φιάσκο» με Τουρκία,CityPress,(29.06.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67812,  

Lygeros S.,Από τα λόγια στα έργα,Kathimerini,(18.06.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_18/06/2009_318990 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_95_01/04/2009_309598
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_95_01/04/2009_309598
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67039
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_10/05/2009_314182
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_2_26/05/2009_316109
http://portal.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_kathbreak_1_04/06/2009_283065
http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=41&nid=1020259
http://www.imepo.gr/
http://www.eliamep.gr/
http://www.hlhr.gr/index-en.htm
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_10/05/2009_314188
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_2_26/05/2009_316109
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67812,
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_18/06/2009_318990
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 The EU Dublin II regulation obliging Greece as first EU transit country to accept 

irregular migrants arrested in Europe is problematic and Greece should be assisted 

by the European Union.
42

 

 Migrants in absolute poverty and inhumane living conditions constitute a danger for 

the population and damage the value of real estate in the areas they reside in.
43

 

 Irregular migrants in the centre of Athens, Patras and islands tend to steal, commit 

aggressions and other crimes, and they form gangs and ghettos.
44

   

 Irregular migrants should evacuate the areas and the abandoned buildings where 

they reside.
45

 

 Irregular migrants should be arrested and expelled or confined in concentration 

camps and/or ships in the Aegean Sea far from the city centres. .
46

 In some cases it 

has been recommended by media professionals to create reception camps for 

irregular migrants on the mountains or islands in order to ‘decentralise’ them and to 

discourage further migration in Greece.
47

 Remarkably, this seems to be the solution 

chosen by most recent government initiatives, especially after the eviction of 

migrants from the Patras settlement and the old Court building in Athens in mid 

July.
48

 

 

2.1.3 Main actors involved in the debate 

 Main actors involved in the debate were media professionals and far-right 

political party LAOS through its political leader, Yorgos Karatzaferis (MEP) and 

other MPs.  

                                                                                                                                                        
Anonymous,«Χώρα διέλευσης η Τουρκία»,Kathimerini,(20.06.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_world_100004_20/06/2009_319326, Kaliri 

F.,Ευθύνες στην Τουρκία για τους λαθρομετανάστες,Kathimerini,(23.04.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_2_23/04/2009_311904, 

Christopoulos S.,Σκόπελος η στάση της Τουρκίας,CityPress,(22.04.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=65956 , Christopoulos 

S.,Η Τουρκία επενδύει στη λαθρομετανάστευση, CityPress,(19.05.2009),http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66721, Kirtsos G.,Μεγάλη 

δοκιμασία η αντιμετώπιση της λαθρομετανάστευσης,CityPress,(16.06.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67500   

42 Lygeros S.,Πάνω από 5.000.000 σε μία δεκαετία!,Kathimerini,(10.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_10/05/2009_314188, 

43 Anonymous,«Χτύπημα» στις παλαιές κατοικίες,Kathimerini,(23.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_economy_2_23/05/2009_315751, 

Anonymous,Κτίρια μετατρέπονται σε «ξενοδοχεία» εξαθλιωμένων αλλοδαπών,Kathimerini,(25.04.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_economy_2_25/04/2009_312133 

44 Lygeros S.,Γκέτο εξαθλιωμένων λαθρομεταναστών η Ομόνοια,Kathimerini,(17.05.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_17/05/2009_315064, Kasimatis S.,Εμείς στην Καμπούλ ή μήπως η Καμπούλ στην 

Ομόνοια;,Kathimerini,(19.06.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_19/06/2009_319083., Zoulas K.,Μεταξύ λογικής και 

ευαισθησίας,Kathimerini,(21.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_21/05/2009_315437. 

45 Kirtsos G.,Ανάπλαση ιστορικού κέντρου και απομάκρυνση λαθρομεταναστών,CityPress,(12.05.2009), 

http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66501  

Christopoulos S.,Οργή κατοίκων του Αγίου Παντελεήμονα,CityPress,(10.06.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67416 , 

Delithanasi M.,Στα επόμενα εικοσιτετράωρα η εκκένωση,Kathimerini,(05.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_05/05/2009_313416 

46 Bourdaras G.,Μονόδρομος οι απελάσεις μεταναστών,Kathimerini,(24.06.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_24/06/2009_319650, 

Koroneos P.,Στρατόπεδα για τους μετανάστες αναζητεί η κυβέρνηση,Eleftherotipia,(12.06.2009), http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.ellada&id=53932 , 

Bal.J.,Κρύψτε τους στο καράβι για να μη φαίνονται...,Ethnos,(19.07.2009), 

http://www.ethnos.gr/article.asp?catid=11420&subid=2&tag=8405&pubid=4742838 

47 Kirtsos G.,Ελληνική λύση,CityPress,(18.06.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67588 , Kirtsos G.,Ελληνική λύση στη 

λαθρομετανάστευση,CityPress,(30.06.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67845 , Kirtsos G.,Μεγάλη δοκιμασία η αντιμετώπιση 

της λαθρομετανάστευσης,CityPress,(16.06.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67500  

48 Valinakis J.,Αποψη: Σχέδιο έξι σημείων για τη λαθρομετανάστευση στο Αιγαίο, Kathimerini,(21.06.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_2_21/06/2009_319447, Christopoulos S.,Παρελθόν ο καταυλισμός στην Πάτρα,CityPress,(12.07.2009), 

http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=68175 , Chrysikopoulos D.,Πρωτοβουλίες για μία ασφαλή Αθήνα,CityPress,(21.07.2009), 

http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=68441 , , Anonymous,Θερινό «κυνήγι» λαθρομεταναστών προαναγγέλει ο 

Μαρκογιαννάκης,Eleftherotipia,(14.06.2009), http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.politikh&id=54341  

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_world_100004_20/06/2009_319326
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_2_23/04/2009_311904
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=65956
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67500
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_10/05/2009_314188
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_economy_2_23/05/2009_315751
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_economy_2_25/04/2009_312133
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_17/05/2009_315064
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_19/06/2009_319083
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_21/05/2009_315437
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66501
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67416
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_05/05/2009_313416
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_24/06/2009_319650
http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.ellada&id=53932
http://www.ethnos.gr/article.asp?catid=11420&subid=2&tag=8405&pubid=4742838
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67588
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67845
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67500
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_2_21/06/2009_319447
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=68175
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=68441
http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.politikh&id=54341
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 Government officials and other political actors from major parties did participate 

with increased intensity in the debate, mostly after the outcome of the election. 

 It is important to note that migrants, human rights defenders and migration experts 

or academics did not participate but marginally to the pre-election debate regarding 

migration.  

 It is also noteworthy that crime-fear and main arguments of the debate were 

emphasized by some columnists of major quality newspapers of national circulation, 

such as Kathimerini and To Vima of a conservative or centre-right orientation.  

Nevertheless, in the same newspapers, fewer columnists did not share similar views 

and took stance against the mainstream interpretation of the migration as a problem 

to be resolved through repression.
49

 

 The major freesheet/ tabloid Citypress, available in many public transportation spots 

of Athens, was another main actor. 

 A Thessaloniki (Northern Greece) religious leader was also involved. During a 

sermon a morning after an arson attack against the immigrants social centre of the 

same city, urged the immigrants to ‘leave the country and go elsewhere’.
50

 

 

2.1.4 Centrality/intensity of the debate  

[22]. The debate was rather central as it cast a shadow on other pre-election debates. The 

government’s response on migration issue was criticised as a lack of strong and 

efficient policies. However, it goes noted that the pre-election debate did develop 

around national issues as if it regarded a national pre-election period.
51

   

 

2.1.5 The debate after the EU elections  

[23]. The debate on the presence of migrants in Greece was boosted by the outcome of 

the election which was fairly successful for the far-right political party of LAOS that 

had made migration as a central issue in its rhetoric during the pre-election period. 

The elections results fuelled a wide discussion on migration, which provided ground 

for a consensus of most major parties on a ‘zero tolerance’ policy towards 

migration.
52

 This ultimately led to new legislative provisions for the asylum grant in 

                                                      
49 Delithanasi M.,Ο Καλός Σαμαρείτης δεν κοιτάει φυλή και θρησκεία,Kathimerini,(03.06.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_03/06/2009_317052, Kampylis T.,Το νέα, καθημερινά πρόσωπα της βίας,Kathimerini,(04.04.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_04/04/2009_309910, Kampylis T.,Ναι στον πλούσιο ξένο, όχι στον φτωχό,Kathimerini,(09.05.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_world_2_09/05/2009_314021 

Delithanasi M.,Από την Κακαβιά στους άθλιους του Εφετείου,Kathimerini,(10.05.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_10/05/2009_314184, Karkayannis A.,Οι μετανάστες,Kathimerini,(11.06.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_11/06/2009_318143, Mandravelis P.,Ελλείμματα μεταναστευτικής 

πολιτικής,Kathimerini,(19.06.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_19/06/2009_319125,  

50 Ethnos,Ανθιμος προς λαθρομετανάστες: Να φύγετε, να πάτε αλλού,Ethnos,(06.07.2009), 

http://www.ethnos.gr/article.asp?catid=11424&subid=2&tag=8470&pubid=4482864, Fot.N., Στόχος η «Σφεντόνα» των μεταναστών, Eleftherotipia, 

(06.07.2009), http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=60779 

51 Public issue, Eurelections 2009, http://www.publicissue.gr/category/pi/surveys/politics-and-elections/elections/euroelections-2009-elections-politics-and-

elections-surveys-pi/ . 

, Mavris J.,Η «αριθμητική» των ευρωεκλογών,Kathimerini,(09.06.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_1_09/06/2009_317939  

52 Papandreou G.,Μηδενική ανοχή στη λαθρομετανάστευση,Kathimerini,(14.06.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_14/06/2009_318678, Boukalas P.,Με τη σκούπα της μηδενικής ανοχής,Kathimerini,(07.07.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_07/07/2009_321297, Chrysikopoulos D.,«Η Ελλάδα δεν μπορεί να είναι ξέφραγο 

αμπέλι»,CityPress,(12.06.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67475  

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_03/06/2009_317052
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_04/04/2009_309910
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_world_2_09/05/2009_314021
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_10/05/2009_314184
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_11/06/2009_318143
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_19/06/2009_319125
http://www.ethnos.gr/article.asp?catid=11424&subid=2&tag=8470&pubid=4482864
http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=60779
http://www.publicissue.gr/category/pi/surveys/politics-and-elections/elections/euroelections-2009-elections-politics-and-elections-surveys-pi/
http://www.publicissue.gr/category/pi/surveys/politics-and-elections/elections/euroelections-2009-elections-politics-and-elections-surveys-pi/
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_1_09/06/2009_317939
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_14/06/2009_318678
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_07/07/2009_321297
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67475
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Greece and for the expulsion of migrants, which were strongly criticised by human 

rights institutions and organisations. 
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2.2 Issue/debate no.2 

Islamophobia and the Koran 

2.2.1 Starting point and political context of the debate 

[24]. In late May 2009 an Islamophobic incident – mutilation of the Koran by a police 

officer in a ‘ghetto-area’ in Athens – caused tensions and protests,
53

 as well as arson 

attack to an informal mosque. On 20.05.2009, during a police check in a cafe in 

central Athens, an officer took a customer's Koran, ripped it apart, threw it on the 

ground and stomped on it. Hundreds of immigrants protested following the incident, 

some of whom smashing shop windows and destroying parked cars in the streets 

near the central Omonia Square.
54

 This is the first time an Islamophobic incident of 

this kind is reported and the first intense and in some cases violent protest by 

Muslim migrants in Greece.
55

 

[25]. Muslim migrants protested against increasing police brutality and against the fact 

that Athens is still the only European capital without a mosque.
56

 In the last six 

months 3 Muslim migrants were found dead under unclear circumstances near the 

Athens Police headquarters after the chaotic and violent process of submitting an 

asylum application.
57

 

[26]. After the protest march, unknown assailants ignited a gas canister and threw it 

through the window of an Athens store that doubles as a prayer centre for Muslim 

immigrants, injuring three people.
58

 Remarkably such incident did not gain much 

attention by the media.
59

 

 

2.2.2 Main discussion lines and arguments of the debate 

 The protests following the Koran incident were seen as an overreaction and possibly 

led by fundamentalist Muslims.
60

 

 The clash of cultures and a presumed incompatibility of Muslims with the Greek 

culture was one of the main discussion lines.
61

 

 The right-wing party of LAOS built on the above discussion and on the reactions of 

the Muslim migrants after the incident in order to promote further its general 

argument against the large presence of migrants in Athens and in Greece.
62

 

                                                      
53 Christopoulos S.,Συλλαλητήριο μουσουλμάνων στην Αθήνα,CityPress,(29.05.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67033  

54 Anonymous,Έκρηξη μεταναστών για το «σκισμένο Κοράνι»,Eleftherotipia,(22.05.2009), http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=47004, Souliotis J.,Η 

πρώτη ανοιχτή σύγκρουση ΕΛ.ΑΣ. – μεταναστών,Kathimerini,(24.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_24/05/2009_315919 

55 Christopoulos S.,Ένταση με μετανάστες στο κέντρο,CityPress,(22.05.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66832 , 

Chrysikopoulos D.,Εκρηκτικό σκηνικό στο κέντρο της Αθήνας,CityPress,(25.05.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66872 , 

Christopoulos S.,Άναψε φωτιές το Κοράνι,CityPress,(25.05.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66868,  

56 Hekimoglou A.,Τζαμί και κοιμητήριο ζητούν οι μουσουλμάνοι,To Vima,(26.05.2009), http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&ct=1&artid=269866  

57 AEDH – HLHR-KEMO – HLHR joint open letter to the Greek Prime Minister and Interior Minister about the asylum crisis and the rise of racist violence in 

Greece (03.06.2009) http://www.hlhr.gr/index-en.htm  

58 Dama G.,Ρατσισμός χωρίς ιερό και όσιο,Eleftherotipia,(22.05.2009), http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=46713  

59 Boukalas P.,Τίποτε δεν συνέβη;,Kathimerini,(27.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_27/05/2009_316203 

60 Keza L.,Το τζαμί και το ντεκολτέ,To Vima,(31.05.2009), http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&ct=6&artid=270858&dt=31/05/2009 , Delithanasi M. - 

Souliotis J.,«Ντροπή για το σύνολο» ,Kathimerini,(26.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_26/05/2009_316087 

61 Karakousis A.,ο Κοράνι και εμείς,To Vima,(23.05.2009), http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&artid=269550&ct=6&dt=23/05/2009 

Keza L.,Το τζαμί και το ντεκολτέ,To Vima,(31.05.2009), http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&ct=6&artid=270858&dt=31/05/2009 , Anonymous,ΛΑΟΣ: 

Με ποσόστωση οι μετανάστες στη χώρα,Kathimerini,(26.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_2_26/05/2009_316109 

http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67033
http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=47004
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_24/05/2009_315919
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66832
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66872
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66868
http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&ct=1&artid=269866
http://www.hlhr.gr/index-en.htm
http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=46713
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_27/05/2009_316203
http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&ct=6&artid=270858&dt=31/05/2009
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_26/05/2009_316087
http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&artid=269550&ct=6&dt=23/05/2009
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 The need to respect religious freedom and the creation of a mosque in Athens was 

raised by academics as a possible solution to eventual tensions in the future. With 

the occasion of the Koran incident Muslims living in Athens voiced their 

displeasure over a delay in the construction of a mosque
63

 for tens of thousands of 

Muslims, many of whom have for years been using abandoned factories and 

converted coffee shops as makeshift prayer houses.
64

   

 

2.2.3 Main actors involved in the debate 

[27]. Main actors again were media operators. It goes noted that in this case too within 

the same newspapers different columnists expressed divergent opinions and views 

on the issue. Most of the publications though emphasize on the need to respect Islam 

and Muslim migrants and to condemn intolerance.
65

 

[28]. However, the Koran issue was an exception to the regular absence of migrants from 

the debate regarding them in Greece. In an effort to investigate the Muslims’ level 

of fanatism in Greece, media operators gave floor to religious and community 

representatives of Muslim migrants in Athens.
66

 

[29]. Among others, the President of the Muslim Association of Greece, imam Naim El 

Gadour, said that fears of rising violence kept many Muslims away from protest 

marches: ”we do not want to get mettled in politics. This is not what Islam is 

about".
67

   

[30]. This was also the only migration debate including a certain participation of experts 

and academics in view of the fear of Muslim radicalisation.
68

 

[31]. Police officials, while they expressed their disapproval for the incident, refrained 

from apologising to the Muslim community. An internal investigation and a law suit 

filed by the victim are currently pending.
69

 

[32]. Ultra-right wing violent groups have taken action against migrants with the occasion 

of their protests. Simultaneously with the migrants’ march, some 100 neo-Nazi 

members coordinated their own march through Athens a few kilometres away, 

yelling anti-immigrant slogans. On another occasion, clashes between rival 

demonstrations organised by ultra-right-wing supporters and extreme Left and anti-

establishment groups occurred in the centre of Athens. 

                                                                                                                                                        
62Souliotis J.,Η πρώτη ανοιχτή σύγκρουση ΕΛ.ΑΣ. – μεταναστών,Kathimerini,(24.05.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_24/05/2009_315919, 

 Anonymous,ΛΑΟΣ: Με ποσόστωση οι μετανάστες στη χώρα,Kathimerini,(26.05.2009), 

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_2_26/05/2009_316109  

63 Athens is the only European capital that does not have a proper mosque or cemetery to serve its more than 300,000 Muslim residents, mainly 

from various parts of northern Africa and Pakistan.  

64 Vradelis S.,Έμειναν στις υποσχέσεις για το τζαμί,Ta Nea,(26.05.2009), http://www.tanea.gr/default.asp?pid=2&ct=1&artid=4518590 . 

65 Mandravelis P.,Το Κοράνι στην Αθήνα,Kathimerini,(26.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_26/05/2009_316054, , 

Karakousis A.,ο Κοράνι και εμείς,To Vima,(23.05.2009), http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&artid=269550&ct=6&dt=23/05/2009, Mandravelis 

P.,Αλλάχ ακμπάρ;,Kathimerini,(27.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_27/05/2009_316200 

66 Christopoulos S.,Άναψε φωτιές το Κοράνι,CityPress,(25.05.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66868, Delithanasi M. - 

Souliotis J.,«Ντροπή για το σύνολο» ,Kathimerini,(26.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_26/05/2009_316087 

67 Delithanasi M. - Souliotis J.,«Ντροπή για το σύνολο» ,Kathimerini,(26.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_26/05/2009_316087, 

Dama G.,Ρατσισμός χωρίς ιερό και όσιο,Eleftherotipia,(22.05.2009), http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=46713  

68 Hekimoglou A.,Τζαμί και κοιμητήριο ζητούν οι μουσουλμάνοι,To Vima,(26.05.2009), http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&ct=1&artid=269866  

69 Delithanasi M. - Souliotis J.,«Ντροπή για το σύνολο» ,Kathimerini,(26.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_26/05/2009_316087, 

Christopoulos S.,Μήνυση για καθύβριση θρησκείας,CityPress,(25.05.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66906  

http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_24/05/2009_315919
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_2_26/05/2009_316109
http://www.tanea.gr/default.asp?pid=2&ct=1&artid=4518590
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_26/05/2009_316054
http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&artid=269550&ct=6&dt=23/05/2009
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_columns_2_27/05/2009_316200
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66868
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_26/05/2009_316087
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_26/05/2009_316087
http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=46713
http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&ct=1&artid=269866
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_26/05/2009_316087
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66906
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2.3 Centrality/intensity of the debate 

[33]. The Koran issue and the question about the integration of religiously diverse 

migrant populations was not central, although it was intense until the election day. It 

had a medium level importance and impact on the outcome as such, although it has 

likely affected the results as part of the general irregular migration debate.  

[34]. The discussion about the creation of an official mosque remained marginal and did 

not lead to any legal or policy developments or initiatives. 
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2.4 Issue/debate no.3 

Ultra-right wing violent groups and ‘civic militia’ 

2.4.1 Starting point and political context of the debate 

[35]. The debate on Athens migrant ghettos, therefore about the residence of migrants in 

unsanitary conditions in some areas of Athens such as Aghios Panteleimonas 

Aharnon, led to self-organised ‘committees of residents’ against the presence of 

migrants.
70

 Ultra-right wing groups (in particular Chryssi Avgi – ‘Golden Dawn’) 

participated in such committees of outraged Greek citizens.
71

 In some cases they 

obstructed access pf migrants and human rights defenders to city squares and open 

spaces proceeding to ‘cleansing operations’ of public areas and they committed 

brutalities and aggressions against migrants and human rights’ defenders.
72

 

[36]. In the occasion of anti-racist protests and marches they attacked protesters under the 

tolerance of the riot police (MAT). Video and photos published showed armed 

‘Golden Dawn’ members throwing Molotov bombs and attacking protesters side by 

side with police officers.
73

 Such events did not catch much attention by major media 

searched here (such as Kathimerini, To Vima and CityPress).
74

 

[37]. Concerning the political context in Greece, Police since the dictatorship era, is 

historically linked to extreme right-wing ideology and political affiliation,
75

 while 

despite a large number of brutality incidents police officers enjoy impunity.
76

   

[38]. Research has indicated that far-right groups have unsuccessfully attempted to 

foment people discontent about migration in the past. Open spaces, such as squares 

and neighborhoods were the basis of a de facto smooth integration of migrants in 

Greece.
77

 The emerging of a debate against migrants’ presence in Athens may have 

provided fertile ground to such groups in order to promote their objectives. 

 

2.4.2 Main discussion lines and arguments of the debate 

                                                      
70 Chrysikopoulos D.,Δώστε μας πίσω την πόλη μας!,CityPress,(13.05.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66563  

71 Dama G.,Τρόμου και ρατσισμού γωνία,Eleftherotipia,(27.05.2009), http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=48314 

Dama G.,Πεδίον μάχης η πλατεία του Αγίου Παντελεήμονα,Eleftherotipia,(10.06.2009), http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=52839 , Kampylis T.,Το 

νέα, καθημερινά πρόσωπα της βίας,Kathimerini,(04.04.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_04/04/2009_309910 

72 Onisenko K.,Εκτός ελέγχου η κατάσταση,Kathimerini,(26.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_26/05/2009_316086,  

73 TV Horis Sinora, Κρανοφόροι με ρόπαλα μαζί με τα ΜΑΤ στην αντιρατσιστική, (08.07.2009) http://www.tvxs.gr/v15958 

TV Horis Sinora, Η κυβέρνηση, η Χρυσή Αυγή και το παρακρατικό DNA, (08.07.2009) 

TV Horis Sinora, Εκκαθαριστική επιχείρηση της Χρυσής Αυγής στην πλατεία Αττικής, (15.07.2009) http://www.tvxs.gr/v16454, A relevant 

parliamentary question has been submitted by MPs of the left party Syriza: 

TV Horis Sinora, Ερώτηση στη Βουλή για τη μολότοφ των... ΜΑΤ (13.07.2009).  http://www.tvxs.gr/v16302  

TV Horis Sinora, Εθνικιστές και αστυνομικοί εναντίον αντιρατσιστικής διαδήλωσης (07.07.2009), http://www.tvxs.gr/v15908  

74 TVXS as a network TV is used here as a source. 

75 Note the role of the Greek security and military police during the Greek military junta of 1967–1974. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_military_junta_of_1967%E2%80%931974, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_Military_Police, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_Police  

76 Amnesty International report - Greece: Alleged abuses in the policing of demonstrations, (30.03.2009), 

http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/EUR25/001/2009/en/5ceca451-887b-4636-b241-6ce3b1185f8c/eur250012009en.pdf , The Greek Ombudsman, 

ΠΕΙΘΑΡΧΙΚΗ - ΔΙΟΙΚΗΤΙΚΗ ΔΙΕΡΕΥΝΗΣΗ ΚΑΤΑΓΓΕΛΙΩΝ ΣΕ ΒΑΡΟΣ ΑΣΤΥΝΟΜΙΚΩΝ ΥΠΑΛΛΗΛΩΝ 

(07.2004),  http://www.synigoros.gr/reports/astinomikoi.pdf  

77 Pavlou M.-Christopoulou N. (2008), Athens: City of Migrants, Migrant Cities – British Council, Athens. 

http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66563
http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=48314
http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=52839
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_04/04/2009_309910
http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_26/05/2009_316086
http://www.tvxs.gr/v15958
http://www.tvxs.gr/v16454
http://www.tvxs.gr/v16302
http://www.tvxs.gr/v15908
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_military_junta_of_1967%E2%80%931974
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_Military_Police
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_Police
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/EUR25/001/2009/en/5ceca451-887b-4636-b241-6ce3b1185f8c/eur250012009en.pdf
http://www.synigoros.gr/reports/astinomikoi.pdf
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 Ultra-right wing groups operate undisturbed in the centre of Athens prohibiting 

migrants, children and families of migrants from accessing squares and playgrounds 

through verbal and physical violence.
78

 

 They constitute ‘civic militia’ ‘defending’ and ‘cleaning’ areas from migrants. 

 Ultra-right wing groups have allegedly increased their violent attacks against 

migrants in view of the public’s discontent, crime-fear and xenophobia.
79

 

 The Police has never arrested or even stopped a member of such organisation, while 

police riot units operated in mixed groups with far-right militants armed and 

wearing helmets.
80

 

2.4.3 Main actors involved in the debate 

 The far-right group Chrysi Avgi (‘Golden Dawn’) is the violent organisation having 

allegedly performed a number of attacks against migrants and minorities over the 

past years.
81

 It goes noted that Golden Dawn participated as a political party in the 

Euro Election 2009, and achieved some twenty four thousand votes, especially by 

voters in the centre of Athens. 

 ‘Committees of residents’
82

 were created in order to request the removal of migrants 

and protest against the degradation of their quarters. With the moto ‘Give us our city 

back’ they claimed the centre of Athens clean from migrants, from drug-addicted 

persons and a they requested a real estate public intervention.
83

 

 The Riot Police.
84

 Although the Police representatives did not participate to public 

debates its role in the development of the latter has been crucial in that never 

arrested or even stopped a member of violent right-wing groups, while allegedly and 

on the basis of video footage and photos, police riot units operated in mixed groups 

with far-right militants armed and wearing helmets.  

 Human rights’ defenders and left political parties and groups requested the 

investigation and punishment of alleged attacks and cooperation between far-right 

groups and the riot police. 

 This is one of the issues migrants’ representatives put forward during the pre-

election period, albeit without any success.  

 

2.5 Centrality/intensity of the debate 

[39]. The debate on violence of far-rights groups and their tolerance by the police never 

reached the pre-election debate. Its impact on the election outcome was low or 

negligible.  

 

                                                      
78 Dama G.,Τρόμου και ρατσισμού γωνία,Eleftherotipia,(27.05.2009), http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=48314 

79 RAXEN NFP Press releases on the continuous statistical rise and qualitative shift (Muslims targeted, more violent attacks by organized groups and more 

deaths) of racist violence in Greece, starting from the election of LAOS in the parliament for the first time in September 2007. www.hlhr.gr/hlhr-

kemo/index.htm  

80 TV Horis Sinora, Κρανοφόροι με ρόπαλα μαζί με τα ΜΑΤ στην αντιρατσιστική, (08.07.2009) http://www.tvxs.gr/v15958  

81 Chrysikopoulos D.,Τριτοκοσμικές καταστάσεις στην Αθήνα,CityPress,(10.05.2009), http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66450  

82 HeLLeNiCReVeNgE blogspot, ΙΣΤΟΡΙΚΟ ΤΡΙΓΩΝΟ- Ζητούν εκκαθάριση του κέντρου της Αθήνας,  http://hellenicrevenge.blogspot.com/2009/05/blog-

post_1473.html (15.05.2009) 

83 Yannarou L.,Γκέτο παρανόμων η Πλατεία Θεάτρου,Kathimerini,(03.05.2009), http://news.kathimerini.gr/4dcgi/_w_articles_ell_2_03/05/2009_313081 

84 Dama G.,Τρόμου και ρατσισμού γωνία,Eleftherotipia,(27.05.2009), http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=48314, TV Horis Sinora, 

Κρανοφόροι με ρόπαλα μαζί με τα ΜΑΤ στην αντιρατσιστική, (08.07.2009) http://www.tvxs.gr/v15958. 

http://www.enet.gr/?i=news.el.article&id=48314
http://www.hlhr.gr/hlhr-kemo/index.htm
http://www.hlhr.gr/hlhr-kemo/index.htm
http://www.tvxs.gr/v15958
http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66450
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http://hellenicrevenge.blogspot.com/2009/05/blog-post_1473.html
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3. Annex  

 

List of media searched85
 

Eleftherotipia – major quality daily newspaper www.enet.gr of centre-left orientation 

Kathimerini – major quality daily newspaper www.kathimerini.gr of centre-right orientation 

Ta Nea – major quality daily newspaper www.tanea.gr of centre orientation 

To Vima – major quality daily newspaper www.tovima.gr of centre-right orientation 

City Press – major tabloid/freesheet www.citypress.gr of centre-right orientation 

 

Additional significant data were retrieved by other major newspapers and other online sources 

for the period April-June 2009 and prior to that where necessary. Publications of July 2009 

have been also used in the cases they shed light on phenomena occurred in the pre- and post-

election period. 

                                                      
85 Four major quality daily newspapers with different political orientations have been searched since no weekly magazine is available in Greece. There are 

weekly publications offered as free insets of the above major newspapers. ‘K’ of Kathimerini, ‘Evdomada’ and ‘E’ of Eleftherotipia, ‘Tahidromos’ of Ta Nea, 

‘7 days’ of To Vima. 

http://www.enet.gr/
http://www.kathimerini.gr/
http://www.tanea.gr/
http://www.tovima.gr/
http://www.citypress.gr/


List of media publications 

Chrysikopoulos D.,Πρωτοβουλίες για μία ασφαλή Αθήνα,CityPress,(21.07.2009),http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=68441  
Kirtsos G.,Ελληνική λύση στη λαθρομετανάστευση,CityPress,(30.06.2009),http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67845  
Kirtsos G.,Καλύτερη αντιμετώπιση της παράνομης μετανάστευσης,CityPress,(13.07.2009),http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=68188  
Kirtsos G.,Νέο «φιάσκο» με Τουρκία,CityPress,(29.06.2009),http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67812  
Christopoulos S.,Συλλαλητήριο μουσουλμάνων στην Αθήνα,CityPress,(29.05.2009),http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67033  
Sotiropoulos D.,H οικονομική κρίση πλήττει και τα ανθρώπινα δικαιώματα,CityPress,(29.05.2009),http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67039  
Chrysikopoulos D.,Αλαβάνος, Τσίπρας κοντά στους μετανάστες. « Όχι» στη 

στοχοποίηση,CityPress,(28.05.2009),http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67011  
Christopoulos S.,Έξαρση παράνομης μετανάστευσης,CityPress,(28.04.2009),www.citypress.gr/PDF/1376.pdf    
Christopoulos S.,Νέος καταυλισμός για μετανάστες,CityPress,(27.04.2009),http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66060  
Christopoulos S.,Ένταση με μετανάστες στο κέντρο,CityPress,(22.05.2009),http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66832  
Christopoulos S.,Παρελθόν ο καταυλισμός στην Πάτρα,CityPress,(12.07.2009),http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=68175  
Chrysikopoulos D.,Εκρηκτικό σκηνικό στο κέντρο της Αθήνας,CityPress,(25.05.2009),http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66872  
Kirtsos G.,Τελειώνει ο χρόνος για την Aθήνα,CityPress,(25.05.2009),http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66871  
Christopoulos S.,Μήνυση για καθύβριση θρησκείας,CityPress,(25.05.2009),http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66906  
Christopoulos S.,Άναψε φωτιές το Κοράνι,CityPress,(25.05.2009),http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66868 

Christopoulos S.,Σκόπελος η στάση της Τουρκίας,CityPress,(22.04.2009),http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=65956  
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Cartoon 1 

 
Dark figures are packed inside a cage with the form of Acropolis. Hands protrude out of the crowded cage. One of them is drug-injected. 

 

CityPress 25.05.2009 - accompanies the editorial: Kirtsos G.,Τελειώνει ο χρόνος για την Aθήνα, CityPress, (25.05.2009), 

http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66871  
 

http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=66871
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Cartoon 2 
 

 
Karatzaferis (LAOS leader) is hunting for votes (writing ‘LAOS votes’ on his net) a police-state officer who is hunting (writing ‘Sweep Operation’ on his net) a dark-skinned 

migrant who is carrying a full bag. 

 

CityPress 16.06.2009 – accompanies the editorial: Kirtsos G., Μεγάλη δοκιμασία η αντιμετώπιση της λαθρομετανάστευσης, CityPress, (16.06.2009), 

http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67500  
  

http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67500
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Cartoon 3 
 

 
- Mr Karamanlis, about the pitted borders, other countries have found effective solutions. 

- Such as? 

- Pitted boats 

Two shadows are discussing on the Map of Greece, while a boat is sinking in the Aegean Sea and dark figures are drowning. 

 

CityPress 30.06.2009 – accompanies the editorial: Kirtsos G.,Ελληνική λύση στη λαθρομετανάστευση, CityPress, (30.06.2009), 

http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67845  
 

 

http://www.citypress.gr/index.html?action=article&article=67845
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Cartoon 4 
 

 
-Are you sure this is the way to make Greece again a glorious nation? 

- Well yeah, even our most recent national triumph was about football… 

- On the sign: ‘This is Patras’. 

 

Three legs in blue pants, presumably of police officers holding globs, are kicking out of the vignette three dark-skinned migrants.  
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